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Early Tourism and Harriet Beecher Stowe:
The Discovery of Stowe's First Published
Descriptions of Florida
by John T. Foster Jr.

There were fifty thousand visitors to Florida last year, and each
one who returned to his friends . .. brought tales of the blessings of
Southern winter. Refugees from frost and cold in Florida tripped
lightly along sandy beaches, with warm breezes playing invitingly
about their faces, or gathering the golden oranges from its nest
among the dark leaves of its parent tree. "

New York Times, October 11, 1874

W

ile many living today may not realize it, Harriet Beecher
towe was the most famous American woman of the midineteenth century. In fact, she was so famous that when
she visited President Lincoln at the White House, he is believed
to have greeted her with these words: "So you're the little woman
who wrote the book that started this great war." This statement,
of course, refers to the far-reaching impact of Stowe's novel, Uncle
Toms Cabin. For all its faults, this work exposed a horrible truth
about slavery: that a slave owner possessed the right to maim or
kill a decent and honest person whenever that slave owner chose
to do so. The novel's dramatic portrayals of these and other abuses
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Stowes, and Yankee Strangers: The Transformation of Florida (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 1999).

[471]

Published by STARS, 2016

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 95 [2016], No. 4, Art. 2

472

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

combined to make the idea of slavery unacceptable to people in
both the United States and Europe, the majority of whom had
never witnessed first-hand this brutal institution. When Debbie Applegate wrote her Pulitzer Prize winning biography about
Stowe's brother, Henry Ward Beecher, she noted that Beecher's
fame did not match his sister's, as she was "the most famous woman
in the English-speaking world. "1
After the Civil War, Stowe turned part of her attention to Florida, first visiting the state in March 1867 and afterward spending
every winter there for the next seventeen years. Throughout much
of this period, she published letters and articles about travel to and
from her home in Mandarin, life near the orange grove she owned,
and excursions to Silver Springs and Tallahassee.
As recently as 2011, the total number of these publications was
thought to be fifty-two. In the end, however, this number turned
out to be too low, as five unrecorded and unlocated published letters were discovered in 2012 through the cooperative efforts of
both Elizabeth Giard Burgess, Collections Manager of the Harriet
Beecher Stowe Center, and John T. Foster, Jr. This paper seeks to
accomplish three purposes: to provide an account of the recent
discovery of Stowe's first publications about Florida, to offer a summary of their contents, and to place these publications in the context of Florida history. 2
While few scholars have attached significance to Stowe's Florida publications, several exceptions present a more affirmative view.
For example, Mary B. Graff published a book about Mandarin in
1953 and observed that Stowe wrote "the first unsolicited promotion
writing on Florida to interest the Northern tourist." Graff reported
that fourteen thousand tourists came to Florida in 1872. That same
year Stowe penned seventeen letters about Florida, added several
additional chapters, and published the collection in 1873 as Palmetto-Leaves. The following year, the novelist observed that the number of tourists grew to forty thousand. In a recent book, John and
Sarah Foster also documented the importance of the newspaper
published by Stowe's brother Henry Ward Beecher. The Christian
Union, as he named it, published an additional twenty Stowe letters

2

Joan D. Hedrick, Harriet Beecher Stowe: A Life (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1994), vii; Debby Applegate, The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher (New York: Doubleday, 2006), 12.
John T. Foster Jr. and Sarah Whitmer Foster, Calling Yankees to Florida: Harriet
Beecher Stowe's Forgotten Tourist Articles (Cocoa: Florida Historical Society, 2011),
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about Florida. At one point, The Christian Union had a circulation
among New Yorkers of 133,000. As the Fosters noted, there is an
"obvious relationship-a world-famous author, Stowe, wrote about
Florida, and then observed a dramatic increase in tourism." 3
Tourism soared in Florida despite national economic problems.
One of the worst depressions in American history began in September 1873 and lingered for much of the rest of the decade, yet Jacksonville continued to prosper. A recent study found that "between
1873 and the end of 1876, four hotels were built and opened to the
public," and as a local historian T. Frederick Davis observed, 'Jacksonville in the period 1872-1875 was a thriving little city." 4
In both editions of Michael Gannon's History of Florida, the
foundations for modem Florida are placed later in time. In the
1996 version, Samuel Proctor puts his "Prelude to the New Florida" in the period between 1877 and 1919. When Gannon replaced
Proctor's chapter in 2013, with one by Thomas Graham, again "The
First Developers" begins in 1877 and ends in 1919. In both chapters,
railroad builders played significant roles with Henry Flagler being
the most impor- tant. Yet such works skip the quality of the hotels
in Jacksonville. The St. James Hotel existed in Jacksonville in the
early 1870s and grew rapidly in stature. Savvy travelers of the period
observed that "To come to Florida without crossing the threshold of
the St. James can be compared to going to Rome without visiting
St. Peters." Significant tourism predates Henry Flagler, who started
his Florida projects in 1883. The state's modem development had
been launched in the Reconstruction era. 5
Given the significance of Stowe's published articles about Florida, the Fosters began the task of locating all of them in the early
1990s. Part of the process was easy, since Margaret H. Hildreth
had compiled an important bibliography of Stowe's published
works. Following completion of this collection, though, Hildreth
3

4
5

Mary B. Graff, Mandarin on the St.Johns (Gainesville, FL: Regents Press, 1978),
50-51. Stowe stated the number of tourists in The Christian Union, May 6, 1874.
John Foster Jr. and Sarah Whitmer Foster, Beechers, Stowes, and Yankee Strangers:
The Transformation of Florida (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1999),
92-93. Also see Hedrick, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 379; Foster and Foster, Calling
Yankees to Florida, 20.
Foster and Foster, Calling Yankees, 17; T. Frederick Davis, The History ofJacksonville and Vicinity (Jacksonville, FL: Jacksonville Historical Society, 1925), 153.
Michael Gannon, ed., The New History of Florida (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 1996); Michael Gannon, ed, The History ofFlorida (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2013); Webb's Jacksonville City Directory 1876-77 (New
York: W. S. Webb, 1877), iv.
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expressed the belief that in spite of the extensive list of works she
had collected, it was likely that she had not found all of Stowe's publications. The Fosters assumed that undiscovered Stowe items could
still exist in state and regional publications. Indeed, over time, this
belief proved to be true. Stowe's family was, of course, connected to
Florida's first Republican governor, Harrison Reed, and to Reed's
wife, Chloe Merrick. Stowe's brother Charles Beecher served in
the Reed administration as State Superintendent of Public Instruction. Later, after leaving office, Harrison Reed sought to influence further the development of Florida through a periodical he
named The Semi-Tropical. To search The Semi-Tropical for more Stowe
articles was also logical, since Mary B. Graff had found a Stowe
article there. In her book on Mandarin, Graff described a paper,
"Protect the Birds," that Stowe published in a January 1877 issue of
Reed's periodical. Graff noted that in the article Stowe expressed
her disapproval of numerous male tourists: "The decks of the boats
are crowded with men, whose only feeling amid our magnificent
forests seems to be a wild desire to shoot something, and who fire
at every living thing on shore, careless of maiming, wounding, or
killing the living creatures." Stowe denounced such behavior and
went on to reject bird trappers as people who "came every year to
snare the 'bright children of our forests; it is the perfect slave trade
over again, and it is slowly and surely robbing our beautiful State of
one of its chief attractions. "' 6
Stowe was not content to report on conditions, but before calling for a legislative response, the novelist praised the contributions
of birds to agricultural life, pointing out that for every pea a bird
eats, "he takes a dozen cut-worms for his meat. Guided by unerring
instinct they pick the com-worms from its green shell-they find
the burrows and holes where the eggs of destructive insects are
hid and pick them out." Anticipating Florida's agricultural future,
Stowe offered a hypothetical question to suggest that birds would
make similar contributions in the new orange groves being planted
in Florida: "What if the orange insect comes upon us as the grasshoppers have in the West?" Protecting birds was obviously more
economically sound than destroying them. In an impassioned
voice, Stowe ended her article with two sentences encouraging
political activism on the part of what we would now call "the environment." She asked, "Who, now, will appear for the birds. Who
6

Margaret Holbrook Hildreth, Harriet Beecher Stowe: A Bibliography (Hamden,
CT: Shoestring Press, Archon Books, 1976), x; Graff, Mandarin, 62.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss4/2

4

Foster, Jr.: Early Tourism and Harriet Beecher Stowe: The Discovery of Stowe's

EARLY TOURISM

475

will get a protection law passed that will secure to us the song, the
beauty and the usefulness of these charming fellow citizens of our
lovely Florida?" 7
Given the obvious significance of "Protect the Birds," the Fosters located the original article and republished it in the second
printing of their book, Beechers, Stowes, and "Yankee Strangers: The
Transformation of Florida. Later, when Michael Grunwald wrote his
history of Everglades, The Swamp: T,he Everglades, Florida, and the Politics of Paradise, he confirmed that decision, claiming that Stowe had
"published Florida's first environmental broadside." 8
Further search of The Semi-Tropical led to discovery of a previously "unrecorded article by Stowe. In the August 1877 issue, Stowe
describes the gardens around the home of a railroad industrialist,
Alexander Mitchell. Mitchell's wife, Martha Reed Mitchell, had
built a dwelling on a point extending into the St. Johns River and
furnished it with European antiques and paintings by old masters.
"Villa Alexandria" was a remarkable place which included "Tiffany
glass windows, a bathtub carved out of a solid piece of marble, the
fittings mounted with ivory and silver. The large washstand also was
of the same beautiful marble." Beyond the house were elaborate
gardens where Stowe found "the finest of domestic and imported
trees and plants." There were "date and cocoa palms from Egypt
and West Indies, teas from Assam, and pines from California and
Italy, California nutmegs, tulip and Judas trees, Cape and Arabian
jasmine, tree fem; spireas, azaleas, wisteria, hydrangeas, very variety of shrub, tree, and climbing rose, all flourishing in gorgeous
splendor." 9
Since the "Villa Alexandria" article did not appear in Hildreth's
bibliography, John Foster sent a copy to the Stowe-Day Library,
the forerunner of the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center in Hartford,
Connecticut On August 16, 1994, Diana Royce, Librarian of the
Stowe-Day Library, wrote John Foster: "On behalf of the Stowe-Day
Foundation I thank you for the previously unrecorded article by
Harriet Beecher Stowe published in the August, 1877 issue of The
Semi-Tropical." While the Fosters greatly appreciated Royce's kind
expression of thanks, they were even more excited by her letter's
7
8
9

Harriet Beecher Stowe," "Protect the Birds," The Semi-Tropica~ January 1877.
See Foster and Foster, Beechers, Stowes, xxi, xxii . .
Michael Grunwald, The Swamp: The Everglades, Florida, and the Politics of Paradise
(New York: Simon and Schuster, 2006), 119.
Foster and Foster, Beechers, Stowes, 70, 90; Stowe, "Villa Alexandria," The SemiTropica~ August 1877.
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historical significance. Martha Reed Mitchell was Governor Harrison Reed's sister, and Stowe's article clearly confirmed that Stowe
had interacted socially not only with the governor but also with
members of Reed's extended family. 10
The Semi-Tropical articles appeared near the end of Stowe's publications about Florida. In 1879 she wrote an article about her first
trip to Florida and published it in The Atlantic Monthly, and in 1881
she shared with children who read "Youths Companion a humorous
event from the Seminole War. For someone seeking to read Stowe's
travel materials about Florida, the article in The Atlantic Monthly is
easy to find, as university libraries have access to archived issues.
Works predating 1879 are harder to locate, and a reader would
require a copy of Hildreth's bibliography to find even those in The
Christian Union.I I

In 1873, the novelist created her book, Palmetto-Leaves, by
reprinting Christian Union articles she originally published in 1872.
Stowe did not use the thirteen items predating Palmetto-Leaves or
the twenty-two that followed it. Consequently, Palmetto-Leaves does
not include Stowe's account of renovations of her Mandarin home,
her trips to Silver Springs and Tallahassee, or her train trip from
Washington, D.C. to Jacksonville. Rail connections did not exist
until 1874, and while Stowe came normally by steamer, side-wheel
ships were replaced with more modern screw propeller-driven
craft. The Fosters selected articles about these topics to create Calling Yankees to Florida: Harriet Beecher Stowes Forgotten Tourist Artides.

But something else was gained in the process: Stowe's account of
her trip to Silver Springs provides one of the finest descriptions of
Florida ever written. For the first time since 1873, the Fosters' book
makes this description available to the public.
Most of the articles found in Calling "Yankees to Florida came from
The Christian Union, a weekly newspaper edited by Henry Ward
Beecher. When Stowe's famous brother took over the newspaper
in 1870, he capitalized on his own popularity by writing columns
and reprinting his sermons. Also, Henry Ward had obtained commitments from relatives to write columns. His wife, Eunice, offered
advice on home making, his brothers Edward and Thomas covered
religious affairs and theology, sister Harriet wrote about travel and
provided novels to be run as serials, and brother-in-law Calvin E.
10
11

Letter from Diane Royce to John T. Foster Jr, August 16, 1994.
"Our Florida Plantation," Atlantic Monthly, May 1879, 641-649; "A Story of Florida," Youth's Companion,June 2, 1881, 203-204.
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On the Oclawaha [sic]-"Look Out Thar!" Scribner's Monthly (November 1874).

Stowe added his own theological perspectives. The Christian Union
was largely a Beecher family periodical, attaining for its time a substantial circulation. While much of Florida's popularity as a tourist destination could be explained by Stowe's Palmetto-Leaves, the
state's repeated appearance in The Christian Union constituted a
significant influence as well.
In the process of writing Calling "Yankees to Florida, the Fosters
noted an absence in Hildreth 's bibliography of any Florida-related Stowe publications before 1869, the year of the novelist's third
trip to the state. Yet they had in their possession a May 4, 1867 New
York Herald reprint of Stowe's description of a Jacksonville, Florida,
African American church service originally published in Boston's
Watchman and Reflector While it seemed likely that additional Watchman issues contained still other Stowe letters, the Fosters could not
find a library holding more than a few scattered copies. Given the
singular status of the Herald article, they reprinted it in an appendix
to Calling "Yankees and expressed the belief that more Stowe articles
would be found "as 19th century newspapers became available
online." 12

12

Foster and Foster, Calling Yankees, 137-140.
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When Stowe came to Florida in 1867, she was beginning a twoyear relationship with the Boston newspaper, a choice she undertook because the editors had always been "remarkably honorable
and gentlemanly" in their treatment of her. No less important,
though, was the newspaper's willingness to pay for stories. In the
period after the Civil War, the novelist wrote biographical sketches
of American leaders. Men of Our Times was written as a serial, and
parts of it first appeared in the Watchman. When compiling the
bibliography discussed previously, Margaret Hildreth had in her
possession an issue of the newspaper that featured an article about
Massachusetts Governor John A. Andrew. She also possessed an
article by Stowe about Lincoln that had been reprinted from the
Watchman in a different peri- odical. Later, when Hildreth created
a list of Stowe's works that were originally published as "serializations," she excluded Men of Our Times from the group. The combination suggests that Hildreth knew about the Watchman but did not
have access to it. Bruce Kirkham, who edited Stowe's letters, had
failed to find the newspaper, concluding that "there are no known
extant runs of the Watchman and R.eflector." 13
While an interest in the Watchman had re-emerged among the
Fosters, it had also appeared in Hartford, Connecticut, at the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center. Lois Leveen, a novelist and historian,
contacted the Center in April of 2012, seeking historical information about Mary Richards (also known as Mary Bowser), the subject
of Leveen's novel The Secrets of Mary Bowser. An African American
who was likely born into slavery, Richards played a key role in an
important spy ring that operated in Richmond, Virginia during
the Civil War. The organization itself was led by Elizabeth van Lew,
whose "loyalty to the North prompted her to care for Federal prisoners in Richmond and to smuggle information to Union military
commanders. Although the official military correspondence involving van Lew's espionage was destroyed at her request after the war,
the generals Benjamin Butler, Ulysses S. Grant and George Sharpe
all cited van Lew as a critical source of intelligence from within the
Confederate capital." One significant source of van Lew's information was Richards, who collected intelligence while posing as a

13

Hedrick, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 322; Hildreth, Stowe: A Bibliography, 127, 116;
E. Bruce Kirkham,in a footnote in a letter, Harriet Beecher Stowe to John
Wesley Olmstead, January 27, 1868, Harriet Beecher Stowe Center, Hartford,
Connecticut.
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slave hired out to work in Jefferson Davis' home, "The Confederate
White House." 14
Richards possessed a remarkable background, which enhanced
her sophistication and accompanying potential for espionage. The
Vcm Lew family sent the young woman to be "educated in the North,"
with the intention that Mary would serve as a missionary in Liberia.
When the Liberian experience proved difficult, Richards returned
to Richmond in 1860. Later, van Lew "credited her family's former
slave as her best source, writing in the private diary she kept during
the war, 'When I open my eyes in the morning, I say to the servant,
'What news, Mary?' and my caterer never fails! Most generally our
reliable news is gathered from negroes, and they certainly show wisdom, discretion and prudence which is wonderful. "' 15
A search for information about Richards brought Lois Leveen to
the Stowe Center. The former spy taught at the Freedmen's Bureau
school in St. Mary's, Georgia, during 1867, and a March 11 letter by
Crammond Kennedy published in The American Freedman described
the encounter that Kennedy and his traveling companions Harriet
Beecher Stowe and Charles Beecher had with this extraordinary
woman. Kennedy's letter mentioned Stowe's plan to publish her
own account in the Watchman and Reflector, and Leveen was hoping
the Stowe Center might know if such a piece had indeed been published. Elizabeth Giard Burgess, Collections Manager, at the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center, recognized another possible source for
Leveen, the diary of Charles Beecher. Tall and formidable, Beecher
accompanied Stowe on her first trip to Florida,just as he had done
on her trip to Europe after the publication of Uncle Tom's Cabin.
Knowing Beecher kept a diary on both trips, Burgess was able to
help Leveen locate the entry in which he described the trio's meeting Richards in 1867. But at that time, neither Burgess nor Leveen
could confirm whether Stowe's articles in the Watchman and Recorder
included a piece of such potential significance for African American history.
When Burgess answered a research question fromjohn Foster
on September 13, 2012, she recalled the exchange with Leveen and
someone else, and made this request: "If I may pick your brain,
do you know who has copies of the Watchman and Reflector newspaper? Our collection doesn't hold every HBS article in it, so I'd like
14

15

Lois Leveen, "A Black Spy in the Confederate White House," New York Times,
June 21, 2012.
Ibid.
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to supplement." By using an online Library of Congress index of
newspapers, John Foster found a library, the Boston Anthenaem,
and the American Baptist Historical Society, claiming to hold complete sets. On October 5th, Burgess went to Boston and searched
bound original volumes from the entire two-year period, 1/ 1/ 1867
to 12/31/1868, and located the five articles. On the same day, she
transcribed the first article, and John requested that an archivist
at the historical society transcribe the remaining four articles.
The article transcribed by Burgess describes Stowe's initial trip to
Jacksonville in March 1867, while the remaining four address the
novelist's earliest reactions to the state. All of these works were
"previously unrecorded" and had been "unlocated by Stowe scholars." The discovery of these letters resulted from the efforts of
Beth Giard Burgess, Collections Manager, Harriet Beecher Stowe
Center, and John T. Foster Jr. working together as a team.
The first article begins with a brief account of her trip south,
focusing mostly on a walking tour of St. Marys, Georgia. In the
ruined community that Federal troops had burned, Stowe met
an African American woman who had served as a spy in Jefferson
Davis's house:
We visited a colored lady of good education, who is at
present engaged in conducting the freemen 's schools in
this place. Miss R. Richards, was for some years a teacher
in Liberia, under the care and patronage of Gov. Roberts.
Returning to this country in the beginning of the war,
she found herself in Richmond,¼.., where she remained,
doing all she could for our cause in the secret service. With
great courage, energy, and adroitness, she many times succeeded in conveying the most critical and important information to Gen. Grant. It was most interesting to hear some
of her accounts. She is at present teaching a day school of
sixty children-has a Sunday school of seventy, and a night
school for adults of fifteen members.
She went with us to walk along the grass-grown, silent
streets of the village. We went into some deserted gardens
and ... then into the woods, where I noticed the blackberry
and high bush huckleberry in full blossom, as with us in
June. There were thickets of palmettos, which we examined curiously. ..
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In the outskirts of the forest there was a little patch
neatly cleared and planted, set about with a brush fence,
with a little cottage adjoining.
Miss [Richards] told us that a negro and his wife had
built this cottage, carrying the boards to build it from the
lumber-mills, about three-quarters of a mile distant. We
looked in. It was destitute of furniture, but quite clean;
there was a great, cheerful bed of coals on the hearth,
where the evening hoe cake was to be baked. The man and
his wife, black as ebony, came to the door, bowing and smiling as we spoke to them congratulating them on their nice
little house.
''You are not tried of freedom yet," we said. You should
have heard the burst of responsive enthusiasm, "O, no, no,
never tired of that. "16
The remaining two articles from 1867 describe various aspects
of the cotton plantation, Laurel Grove, she rented for son Fred in
Orange Park. The novelist began these works with the unexpected,
something that happened from time to time in her Florida publications. She responds ecstatically to a new discovery:
Besides, one needs a damp and chilly day now and
then to appreciate the charms of a Florida light wood fire,
which is absolutely the most fascinating and brilliant of all
the fire genii that ever lighted up and glorified a domestic
hearth. Light wood is the dry pitch pine of these regions,
and there seems to be an indefinite and never ending supply. The woods are full of it; it is lying about loose everywhere, and any and everybody may have as much as they
want of it for the taking. Fuel is an expense never thought
of in a Floridian's calculations-the great object being to
clear and burn up the cumbersome excess of the article.
This light wood is so surcharged with resin that the stroke
of a match will light your fire in a moment, and then it blazes, and glows, and dances with such a warm, ruddy light,
and chatters and crackles with such a heartsome gladness,
that on the whole you think you would not be without your
storm if you could, you want the excuse for your light wood
illumination. Light wood has always been the slave's only
luxury-it is now the luxury of every poor cabin. A room
16

"Letter from Florida," Watchman, April 11, 1867.
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without comforts and without furniture becomes glowing
warm and comfortable to the eye when illuminated by a
jolly, crackling fire of light wood. 17
Stowe's observations at Laurel Grove included descriptions of African American laborers. The novelist was, at times,
complimentary:
Mose's horn awakens us while it is yet quite dark, and
every hand musters at once. We hear no complaint of
skulkers, and no shamming of sickness. The simple idea
that a day's work belongs to the laborer, and that if he
loses it he loses the pay for it, has stopped all trouble of
that kind. The rate of wages is about as good as that paid
to Northern laborers, considering the habits and necessities of life here. The average rate of a good field hand
is twelve dollars a month, a house and rations, which, in
fact, amount to the same thing as board, fuel and lights,
both being thrown in by the grant of the ever plenty light
wood. Exceptional hands of more skill and capacity than
the common run of laborers, command sixteen, eighteen,
and even twenty dollars per month. They are reckoned by
employers who have worked Northern laborers, to be, with
good, careful overseeing,just about as efficient as the average run of white laborers that can be hired at the North,
and they are, probably, for this climate and these surroundings, far better.
On this plantation every hand has the right to work
an acre of land for himself or herself, and many do it to
considerable purpose, and their crops, whatever they may
be, are cared for and accounted in the sales made by their
employers.
Some of the best field laborers are women. They harness the mules, and drive plough with quite as much skill
and energy as the men. Many of them have never done any
other than field work all their lives, and have the bodily
look, the stride, the appearance of men, so that one often
as to look some time, when one sees a dark creature,
approaching with a heavy tramp, and a man' hat and boots

17

"Letter from Florida," Watchman, May 9, 1867.
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on, to discern that one of the softer sex is concealed under
that exterior. 18
Stowe believed these same women could be horrible in a household, often combining little knowledge with less motivation. As the
novelist put it, they "are the most clumsy, unskilled, untrained,
delaying, deferring, shirking tribe that can be imagined." Stowe
did find reasons to compliment other women, especially Winnah:
"her butter is the only butter we ever ate in America that seemed to
us as good as the continental article. It is made every day of fresh
cream, and is itself in taste only solidified cream, as butter should
be. The buttermilk resulting from the process is rich and lightly
acid, a delightful drink for warm weather." 19
Stowe's articles from 1868 deal with an overland trip to St.
Augustine. The first article, dated May 14, provides an account
of the slow journey to St. Augustine by mule-drawn cart, while
the second, published on May 21, describes both the town of St.
Augustine and the ride back to Mandarin. In order to complete
the journey both ways, the Stowe family traversed miles of pine barren that had been recently burned, as was the seasonal practice.
The monotony of journey was broken by the occasional stream or
brook-places that triggered the novelist's extensive knowledge of
nature:
Here are the gum tree, with its starry green leaves; the
water oak, whose varnished emerald color is more vivid in
green than anything one ever sees at the North. various
flowering creepers cling and twine among the branches.
We found in our examinations of one of these, a fine purple wisteria, just coming into blossom, and growing very
rapidly. It is not so fine a species as the Chinese wisteria,
which grows over our houses at the North; the blossom
clusters are not as large, but the leaf is identical, and the
whole effect is quite beautiful. The coral honey suckle
also grows very luxuriantly. One is often tantalized by seeing fine wreaths of blossoms ten feet above reach in the
branches of an oak. The lovely yellow jessamine is everywhere, though at the time of our journey, the latter part
of March, its bloom was done, but we could see its pretty
green vine covering the ground and interlacing among the
18
19
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trees everywhere. The crimson bigonia is another creeping
ornament of the woods. It differs from the scarlet variety
known at the North in its foliage which is evergreen, the
leaf being of an oblong shape, and a very dark, glossy green.
In the damp, rich ground along these brooks springs up in
troops the Florida white lily, a flower of about half the size
of the common white garden lily, with a long, round, grassy
leaf resembling that of the blue bell. The leaf lies on the
ground, and makes very little show. The bright, pure white
flower seems to spring suddenly out of the earth. The buds
are of a beautiful pink color, and a bouquet of these flowers is as fine a floral trophy as heart could wish. The moist
ground on the banks of streams also is made picturesque
by the tall green fans of the swamp palmetto, whose leaf
stalks are often from three to six feet in height. 20
Stowe's stay in St. Augustine was only for one full day, having
arrived late the preceding afternoon:
Just at dusk we found ourselves entering a queer old
medieval stone gateway, which is all that remains of the
wall which once encircled the town. The narrow streets up
which we clattered, so narrow that it would almost seem as
if one could touch either side from the carriage, are forcible reminders of old Italian towns. St. Augustine is in fact
a bit of the Old World cast up like a stranded wreck on the
shores of the New. It seemed exactly like a night entrance
intoArles, or Nimes, or any other little Old World town. 21
The next morning Stowe and her family explored St. Augustine, starting with the town square:
The piazza is a little green square shaded by trees, where
it seemed to be a thing to do, to go and sit awhile, and listen to the band, and see and be seen. Then we went to talk
the length of the sea wall, a long stone parapet built along
the salt water to resist the incursions of the sea, which once
caused great destruction by rushing into the town. It forms
about the only agreeable promenade in St. Augustine, as
the streets are narrow and sandy, and without sidewalks.
We visited some charming places which have recently been
20
21
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either bought or let by Northern people. The entrance to
one of these was a long green arch of orange trees, the
boughs above being thickly studded with the vivid gold colored fruit. This opened on to a green lawn where a party
were playing croquet in front of a very pretty house. Speaking of green lawns, I may as well say here that it is a mistake
to suppose that no turf exists in this State. The grass is of
a different species from the Northern turf, and of a less
luxuriant green, but there are two varieties is used here,
either of which forms a thick, strong greensward. Adjoining the houses were fields enclosed with a close hedge of
wild orange trees bending beneath golden loads of fruit,
and filling the air with the fragrance of their blossoms. We
came out through the grounds of another large house,
and through a well kept garden, where verbenas and all
the varieties of geranium had been blooming unchecked
through all the winter months. A great aloe had thrown up,
the year before, a flower-stalk thirty feet high, which was
still standing, dry and withered, to mark what had been,
and another of equal height was bedded and beginning
to blossom. We saw also bananas in blossom, and with the
whorl of fruit half formed upon them. Each plant forms
one whorl of fruit after a three years growth, and having
done this dies and is replaced by another shoot from the
root. By the obligingness of some Northern friends whom
we met as we came out of the grounds, a carriage and span
of horses were placed at our disposal, by aid of which we
rapidly finished our survey of the city. We went to the old
Spanish fort, a regular medieval fortification, over whose
gateway the arms of Spain are still visible. The moat and
drawbridge, the great doors and the wicket door in them,
are all in preservation. During the war times it was well garrisoned with soldiers, but only a very few now hold it, for
form's sake. 22
The Watchman articles also reveal Stowe's early reactions to local
rural cattle ranchers, known as "Crackers" at the time. Slow progress on the return from St. Augustine left the novelist miles short of
home. After dusk, Stowe asked the help of a local family:

22
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We were made kindly welcome to a great kitchen
where a cheerful fire was blazing and three generations,
old, middle aged and babies, were gathered around the
hearth. We only asked the liberty of camping on the floor,
but some of the family gave us their own rooms and made
up beds on the floor for themselves. It was a large, two story
farm-house, completely embowered in orange, pomegranate and oleander trees, whose fragrant blossoms sweetened
the night air. The hostess insisted on making us a cup of
coffee, in spite of our protest that we needed nothing,
which, with a loaf of good bread, s some excellent butter
and sweet potatoes, furnished for repast.
The old man, the patriarch of all, told us that his
orange crop the past year had been a hundred thousand
oranges, which had brought him fifteen hundred dollars,
sold at his door to people who took them from him without any labor on his part, but the gathering of them. Besides this, they raise sugar-cane, make their own molasses
and sugar, as well as sweet potatoes, corn and sundry other
matters, besides being rich in the Florida sense in great
herds of cattle.
We departed early in the morning. Our hosts declined
the offer of any compensation, and we left them resolving
to pay back the hospitality to the first benighted traveler
that came in our way. And here we may as well say something which applies to the native Floridians as we have
found them. They appear to us a simple-mannered, goodhu- mored people, hospitable and obliging to strangers.
For the most part they were in our vicinity either neutrals
in the war, or became Unionists by being forced and dragooned into the rebel army against their will. Piteous tales
we have heard of innocent men who have been hounded
from place to place, shot down like dogs simply for choosing to stay at home and take care of their families rather
than be drafted to fight in a cause about which they knew
nothing and cared less 23
The mistreatment of Unionist and Southerners who were not
Confederate sympathizers appears in works about the Civil War.
According to Stephen Ash, the Southern government in Florida
23
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cracked down and "cracked down hard" on its opponents throughout the war. Interestingly, when Stowe made her only visit to planter Florida, known then as "Middle Florida," she never commented
negatively about former Confederate soldiers. Instead, the people
receiving the novelist's wrath were Yankee tourists who looked
through the windows of her house, making derogatory comments
as if they were watching an exhibit in a museum. Even though as
early as 1869 Stowe despised these intruders' total lack of manners,
she and her family never hid behind large fences, even when the
situation got far worse. "In 1878, a large pier... was built next to the
Stowe place. This pier made it possible for the large steamers to
dock while its passengers rushed ashore to invade the privacy of
the Stowes." 24
The five: letters from 1867 and 1868 do not mention a number
of subjects. Significant places, such as Mandarin, are mentioned
without any explanation or details. As a result, a reader in Boston
would not realize the village's significance as Stowe's Florida home.
Stowe also had extensive knowledge about northeast Florida from
her own family, which she never mentions. First cousin, Harriet
Ward Foote Hawley, had joined her husband, Joseph R. Hawley,
while he was on garrison duty in Fernandina and then afterward in
St. Augustine during 1863. Because of Harriet Hawley's unstable
health, she was accompanied by her younger sister, Kate. In the following year, 1864, half-brotherJames and half-sister Isabella were in
Jacksonville, along with James ' new bride. If Stowe had questions
about Florida before her first visit, they could have been answered
by many relatives over coffee. 25
Before Stowe's own trip to St. Augustine, the novelist would
have known places to see. While cousin Harriet Hawley lived in Florida in 1863, she published four articles about the state, including
one from the ancient town. Hawley warned, ''You can walk along
the beautiful (but narrow) sea wall, and occasionally vary that as our
officers do, by turning their heads to look after the pretty girls they
pass, and so walking off and 'barking' their noses or their shins, as
the case may be." In the summer, one could observe from the sea
24
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wall the "Portuguese man-o-war," which looked like a "compound
of the Iris, the rainbow and the nautilus, with Bernice 's Hair attached to it." Hawley, as one might expect, strongly recommended
seeing the old fort: "Of course will frequently visit the fort, for it
is a very beautiful one. The fort is in fine order now, and you can
hardly spend an afternoon more pleasantly than in the delicious
sea breeze on the ramparts." 26
Isabella Beecher Hooker, a half-sister, came to visit her brother
in Jacksonville right after the Battle of Olustee in 1864. Since she
wanted to know the real details about the battle, Isabella questioned Federal officers with care, learning the horrible fate of wounded black troops. "I have heard since that these men were all left to
die or [to be] taken care of themselves by the rebels-none of them
being taken prisoners." Confederates killed all of them. Such information probably prepared Stowe for the Confederacy's treatment
of Unionist, Cracker men-she would not have been surprised. 27
While Stowe's letters in the Watchman and Reflectorgave no hints
to her family background, they did foreshadow descriptions of Florida that appealed to tourists. On her first trip she wrote:
The month of March has passed. Letters from our
Northern friends speak of its chilling blasts, its cutting
winds, its long snow storms. Here in Florida it opened
upon us in the perfume of orange blossoms, and we look
back on it now with the general remem-brance of a long
procession of sunny days, of blue skies, vivid green of blossoming trees; of lettuce, radishes, green peas in the garden; of roses and honey suckles along the flower border.
It is true that every day has not been equally bright and
balmy. Changes of tern- perature here have been corresponding to the severer ones of the North. Where they
record a three days' snow story, we remember a three days'
rain storm, in which it has been about as chilly here as it
usually is in a June rain storm at home. But then even that
was not without its charms. To sit in the house and see great
splendid trees tossing their green arms, and swaying their
long festoons of gray moss as the winds toss and drive them

26
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hither and thither, is quite a different matter from being
choked up with drifting snow, or driving hail and sleet. 28
When such ideas were shared by the most famous woman in
this country, people listened. Significant tourism predates Henry
Flagler's visit to Florida. The state's modern development had been
launched long before he brought his ill wife to the region in 1878.
To omit Stowe and her efforts to stimulate growth creates problems
for anyone writing about the origins of the development of Florida.
Those who derive their knowledge about Florida history from
the survey histories of Tebeau and Marina 1999, Gannon 2013, and
Allman 2013, would discover a surprising variety of perspectives on
the story of Florida's growth during in the late-nineteenth century.
When Tebeau discusses the subject of Florida tourism's growth after
the Civil War, 1865-1880, he does not mention Stowe at all, even
though he does confess that the "Northern invasion was underway"
during this time. Gannon mentions Stowe sporadically. We are told
that a steamboat company owned by Hubbart Hart transported
tourists on the St. Johns: "He and others made a tourist attraction
of Harriet Beecher Stowe's winter home at Mandarin, easily visible
to passengers eager to catch a glimpse of the lady who Abraham
Lincoln had once credited with starting the Civil War. But Hart also
added a popular tourist attraction by opening up the Ocklawaha
River to Silver Springs, which by 1873 was being visited by 50,000
tourists annually." He offers a Stowe quotation about citrus: "The
orange tree is, in our view, the best worthy to represent the tree of
life of any that grows on our earth." Gannon also tells us that the
citrus industry spread from Stowe's small grove at Mandarin, down
the St. Johns to Palatka and Gainesville. Because of freezes, the
industry shifted further south to Orlando and beyond. A final mention of Stowe claims that letters sent home helped her "become a
tourist attraction in her own right." 29
According to Allman, Harriet Beecher Stowe underwent a
transformation. "Prior to taking up Florida as her enthusiasm, Mrs.
Stowe had deployed her literary tirelessness on behalf of human
freedom. Once installed on a plantation near Jacksonville, a more
28
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restricted view took hold. What Mrs. Stowe did not see did not bother
her." From Mandarin, Stowe would spin "a tale of fabricated gentility." When her investments in a cotton plantation failed, she joined
those who engaged in publicity. "The urge to turn worthless acreage into real estate united them all in the great enterprise of making people believe Florida was what it wasn't." Allman also observes
that if people did move to Florida, their children would die of diseases. If the children managed to survive, Allman asserted that they
were likely to "grow up unschooled." 30
A series of significant problems accompanies Allman's positions. In Mandarin, Stowe wanted a school built in 1869. To that
end a local woman observed, "Mrs. Stowe bought a lot for a school
before she left and before another year Mandarin will glory in a
school." Not content with just the lot, the novelist called on the
Freedmen's Bureau to fund construction. While her initial plans
for the building were rejected for being too costly, Stowe did not
give up. A biographer, Olav Thulesius, observed, "The indomitable
Harriet persisted with her plans," and, in response, a local executive for the bureau "compromised by authorizing $1,500 for her
school." In 1871, shortly after opening its doors, the school burned
to the ground, most likely due to arson. This event did not result
in a permanent setback, however, as a new building was "erected in
1873," a building that continues to stand and now houses the Mandarin Community Club. 31
Stowe believed that education offered a solution to many of
the South's problems. When she traveled to Florida by railroad,
she recommended stopping in several large cities, writing in 1874
that, "The route gives a choice of desirable places to stop. Two
or three days at Washington can never come amiss, and a day can
be profitably spent at Richmond, especially if you visit the excellent schools for colored people." After the end of Reconstruction,
Stowe observed this about African Americans: 32
Poor, ignorant, and simple as this emancipated mass
were, they differed in one respect from the masses liberated by the French Revolution, and from all other suddenly
liberated masses of which we have read in history. Their
enthusiasm and impulse was not for plunder and revenge, or for drink, of any form of animal indulgence, but
30
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for education. They rush not to the grog shop but to the
schoolroom-they cried for the spelling-book as for bread,
and pleaded for teachers as a necessary of life." 33
Stowe's concern for education was shared with her brother
Charles, who served as State Superintendent for Public Instruction
(1871-73). In Florida, charities created schools for African Americans in the Civil War and also staffed many of the schools that black
communities built with funds from the Freedmen's Bureau. It was
clear to people like Governor Harrison Reed and wife, Chloe Merrick Reed, that a system serving just African Americans could be
dismantled if Reconstruction ended too soon. To counter that possibility, the school system had to be expanded to all of the state's
children. vVith this goal in mind, Charles Beecher appointed local
school superintendents based upon merit, not party affiliation.
The public school system grew rapidly under Beecher's leadership.
Decades later, Democratic superintendents claimed that he "had
appointed some of the finest people in the state." Beecher's efforts
fit into a process that continued through Reconstruction and the
years that followed , consequently in 1900 Florida had one of the
highest rates of literacy among all Southern states. 34
To claim that Stowe came to Florida and assumed the "mentality of a gated-community," as Allman did, bears no relationship
to fact. Allman created generalizations without checking works by
Graff or by the Fosters that document Stowe's long-term commitment to community life in Mandarin. In 1953, Graff observed that
Stowe used "her well-drived energies in the schoolhouse Sunday
mornings for the colored and in the afternoon for the white people." Without a church or a regular minister in Mandarin, Calvin
Stowe persisted in holding services for years. In 1870, the novelist
wrote, "Professor C. E. Stowe has for six months past maintained
stated preaching ... at Mandarin, and visited, on foot, all the families for a circuit of about seven miles around, entering into every
house and forming the acquaintance of the inhabitants. In every
case he has been most kindly and hospitably received." Six years
later at Christmas, Harriet helped to make the schoolhouse "look
quite festive. Then came the making of some sixty or more candy
bags, to delight our neophyte Christians, old and young, who mingle in the Sabbath school." This Christmas event was followed by
33
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joining the members of a black Methodist church several miles "out
in the woods" for a New Years' Day event. After Calvin spoke, Harriet "told the children a story" and "candy bags and pictures were
distributed. "35
An alternative to Allman 's interpretation is to ignore Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Palmetto-Leaves, and The Christian Union. Neglecting
Stowe is a pattern employed by Tebeau and, to a lesser extent, Gannon. Yet there is a consequence to this approach: how can there be
an explanation of the origins of modern Florida without mention
of Stowe's important contributions? Why did tourists come to Florida after the Civil War? How could Hart's steamboats carry thousands of tourists on the Ocklawaha in the 1870s? What made this
possible?
Stowe's place in history is hurt by a failure of historians to
recognize the presence of tourist literature in the 1870s, especially Picturesque America edited by William Cullen Bryant. It has been
observed by historian Sue Rainey that Picturesque America, published
by D. Appleton and Company, maintained "a conspicuous presence
in the popular culture of the United States in the post-Civil War
years," reaching a "huge audience." By reading written texts about
different places while also viewing the accompanying lithographs,
a reader of the first complete volume in 1872 would have experienced both a verbal and visual understanding of thirty-four national locations. The St.Johns and Oklawaha Rivers appear in the second
chapter and St. Augustine in the thirteenth. The second volume in
1874 matched the original work in size, and together these books
changed American tourism. As historian Sue Rainey observed, PicturesqueAmerica accelerated the "democratization of ... touring from
an upper-class pastime rooted in art and literature to a way for middle-class tourists to take possession of the landscape." 36
Picturesque America first appeared as a serial in Appleton's Journal
and Rainey claimed that the sales for the individual issues "may
have reached a million copies." Such remarkable success was quickly challenged by Scribner's, a rival publishing company. In November 1874, Scribner's Monthly featured an article, "Pictures from
Florida," as part of a series that preceded an 1875 book, The Great
South. A person with a copy of the Monthly would have possessed
35
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twenty visual images, including Jacksonville from the waterfront, a
building at Green Cove Springs, Stowe's home at Mandarin, two
views of Fort Marion in St. Augustine, the city gates of St. Augustine,
the cathedral in St. Augustine, streets in St. Augustine, the lighthouse on Anastasia Island, the small Spanish fort at Matanzas Inlet,
the Ocklawaha River, Silver Springs, steamboats on the Ocklawaha
River, and tourists on riverboats shooting alligators. Tourism in Florida was a vibrant element of Reconstruction life, and any historian
who places its origins later is transparently wrong! 37
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